INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

(ICT) USAGE IN HOUSEHOLDS AND BY INDIVIDUALS

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Aim

The aim of the annual survey is to collect data on the access of households to selected Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), on the use of computers (location, frequency of use, activities), and on the use of the Internet and Internet commerce.

Indicators from this survey are used to meet the objectives of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan, implemented in Council Regulation 5197/03, where a defined set of benchmarking indicators using statistical information is to be provided through the ESS. This survey also supplies a number of Structural Indicators.

The survey conforms to the regulation (EC) No 808/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 concerning Community statistics on the information society. The objective of this Regulation shall be to establish a common framework for the systematic production of Community statistics on the information society.

Geographical coverage

Data refers to the government controlled area of the Republic of Cyprus.

Statistical units

Households with at least one member aged 16-74 (inclusive)

Individuals aged 16 -74 (inclusive)

Reference period

First quarter of the year

Survey period 

2004: May - July 2004

2005: April - June 2005

Statistical population

Target population (the number of households and individuals in the universe)

2004: Households = 220.695 (2003 estimate)

          Individuals = 524.151 (2003 estimate)

2005: Households = 228.390 (2004 estimate)

          Individuals = 538.250 (2004 estimate)

Sample

Sampling method

The sampling frame was stratified into urban and rural strata by district. The households were allocated in each stratum according to the number of households in the Population Census 2001 register. The selection in the urban areas was done by using simple systematic random sample. A random start was selected, and by using the sampling interval N/n, the households for each district (urban areas) were selected respectively.

The selection in rural areas was in two stages; the villages of each district were the Primary Sampling Units and the households the Ultimate Sampling Units. The sample of the villages was drawn with Probability proportional to size (p.p.s), the latter being determined from the number of individuals. Then in each selected village, 20 households were selected. In the cases of very small villages (less than 20 households), the villages were combined.

All individuals, aged 16-74, within each sampled household were selected.

Sampling frame

Population Census 2001

Final sample size

2004: Households = 1.495

          Individuals = 3.485

2005: Households = 1.545

          Individuals = 3.501

Technique of data collection 

Computer assisted personal interviewing (CAPI).  

The survey was mandatory.

Adjustments

Results were adjusted to population estimates for households and individuals. 
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